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An Account of the Circumflantes 5 
relating to the Death of the Abbe 
LAWRENCE RICCI. 


SIR, 
NAT is not my Deſign to 
K I © 5 make any Reflections on 


* * 


the Event which is the 
wanges Subjet of this Letter: 
The circumſtantial Account which I 
ſend you, is taken out of ſome Letters 
from Rome, written by Perſons worthy 


of Credit, and Witneſſes of the Facts. 


LAWRENCE RICO was born 
at Florence, the 2d of Auguſt 1 703, of 
A 2 an 


(4 
an illuſtrious Family : He entered into 
the Society of Jeſus in the Year 1720. 
and was made General of it on the 21ſt 
of May, 1758. After the Deſtruction 
of the Society, he was ſent Priſoner to 
the Caſtle of St. Angelo, on the 22d of 
September, 1773, where Death put an 
End to his NE, Life. | 


His laſt fllneſs was but of a few "I : 
The.ei ghth was the laſt of Pain and 
Life. Loaded with a Weight of Years, 
rendered more weighty by many heavy 
Croſles, and by a variety and long Series 
of Afflictions; with accumulated woe on 
the latter Period of them, by the Sup. 
preſſion of his Order; by the calumnies 
caſt on it and himſelf ; by the Impriſon- 
ment of his own Perſon, and a long, 
painful, and cloſe Confinement, eſpecially 
for the firſt eighteen Months of it; Under 
tis complication of Years and Sorrows, 
he was little able to ſupport a violent 
Attack of an inflammatory Fever, The 


Relief and Succours which his Holineſs N 
vo 1 ch- 


4 


[BE 


* rouchlafed to afford him in his ſick ste, | 
by giving in Charge to his own Phyſician, 
Doctor Sallicetti, to leave no Endeavours 

untried for his Recovery, were without 
effect. Bleeding was repeated to the 
fourth Time, and Bliſters were applied, 
but it ſoon appeared that all Means to 
ſave his Life were eee 


The firſt Stow) of his Dilbaſe 
diſcovered themſelves on Thurſday Eve- 
ning, November 16. After having taken 
his Walk, according to his Cuſtom, on 


the Terras of the Caſtle, on his Return: 


to his Apartment he was ſeized with a. 
Chilneſs and a Cold, which immediately - 
became very violent. The Fever ſoon. 
redoubled upon him, and by Saturday 
Evening his Life was Judged to be in 
| Danger, 


The fick Man, ſenſible of his own. | 
dangerous Situation, demanded the holy 
Toms Accordingly he obtained this 


. A 3 con- 


"$18: 


Conſolation on Sunday Morning, in Pre- 


ſence of the Sub- Governor and the two 
Chaplains of the Caſtle, of the Lay- 
Brother who waited on him, of a Ser- 
jeant, a Corporal, and other Soldiers with 
lighted F Een. 


When ts Bleſſed Sacrament was 
brought, he entered into profound Re- 
collection, and remained filent for ſome 
time; then judging he ought not to be 

5 wanting to himſelf, by a ſolemn Decla- 

ration of his own Innocence, and 'that 


of his Order, which he had governed for 


the Space of fifteen Years, he began o 


ſpeak as follows : —* T hat he ſincerely 
pardoned all thoſe who had been inſtru- 


3 in the Deſtruction of the Society: 


—He did not omit to pray particularly 
for thoſe who had reduced him to this 
| State of Inability and Sufferings, and to 
implore the Bleſſing of Heaven on them: 


fter which, raiſing his Voice, and with 
a Ss firm Tone, he ſaid, * that 


„ 


069) 7: 
in * Preſence of God, whom he adored 
in his auguſt Sacrament, and by whom 
ſhortly he was going to be judged, he 
declared to the whole World, that he was 
entirely innocent of all that had been 
laid to his Charge, and of whatever might 
have contributed to the Deſtruction of 
the Society, entruſted to his Care, or to 
his own perſonal Impriſonment. He 
thanked God for withdrawing him from 
this World, and hoped that his Death 

would procure ſome Alleviation to thoſe, 
- who ſuffered with him in the ſame Cauſe. 


All thoſe who were preſent, not ex- 
cepting even the guards, could not refrain 
from weeping ; and the Prieſt, who was 
performing the ſervice, was ſo moved, 
that he dropped the ſacred Hoſt on the 
e without being ſenſible of what 
; had happened. CT 


After the fick Man had received the 
holy Viaticum, the Fever redoubled more 
A4 violently 


| 08) 

| violently on him, and denounced his ap- 
proaching end. On Monday evening 
the Sacrament of Extreme Unction was 


adminiſtered to him, and he received it 
with redoubled fervour, and with the 
greateſt edification. He then cauſed a 


requeſt to be preſented to the Pope, crav- 
ing his Apoſtolical BenediQtion, if his Ho- 
Inneſs did not think him unworthy of it: 
The Pope was graciouſly pleaſed to grant 
his petition, and accompanied the grant 
with the moſt tender and IEG ex- 
preſſions. 8 


Many Cardinals ſent frequent meſſages 
of enquiry after his health, and an un- 


known perſon cauſed two flambeaux of a 


very large ſize to burn before the Shrine 
of St. Ignalius. | 


3 
Vet the fick Party grew worſe and 
worle, and nothing remained but his con- 
ſtancy in ſufferings : His patience did 


not forlake him in his: laſt illneſs, which 


had 
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. 
had ſupported him during the, long pe- 
riod of his impriſonment. Not a breath 
of complaint was heard-on his death-bed, 
as not a word of murmur had eſcaped 
his lips in his priſon, even againſt the 


authors of his hard and ſad lot; nor the 


leaſt ſhadow was ſeen, of reſentment 
againſt thoſe under-officers of the Caſtle, 
who had miſbehaved towards him. Sub- 
miſſively reſigned to the will of his Cre- 
ator in all events, he waited with confi- 
dence the hour of his releaſement : He 
cauſed certain fervent prayers to be read 
by his bed-fide, of which he had made a 
ſelect Collection during his abode in the 
Caſtle, with the intention of making uſe 
of them at his death, which he forelaw 
was not far diftant. 


It was remarked, that during this in- 
terval even to the moment he gave up 


the ghoſt, he was always preſent to him- 
ſelf, and in full enjoyment of his ſenſes. ' 


An hour before his death, he ſpoke fami- 


A 5 liarly 


* 


| x 


| 
* 
| 
3 
1 
{ 
I 


„ 


liarly and with his uſual ſerenity t to the 


perſon who attended him 1 in his ſickneſs, 


to whom he gave the laſt farewell, ſaying 
to him, „ that he ſhould hear his voice no 


more. 


From that inſtant he ſpoke no more. 
He compo ſed himſelf in calm recollection, 
and in 1 3s .on the 24th of November, Aa 
little after noon, at a time when all oppo- 
ſition to his enlargement ſ ſeemed to be re · 


moved, he ſweetly gave up his ſoul to his 
Redeemer at the age of ſeventy-two 


years, three months, and twenty-two days, 
having lived fifty - ive years, three months, 
and ſix days in Religion. It had been 
his requeſt, that the Crucifix, which he 
always carried about him, ſhould be deli- 


vered to his Nephew ; that his little 
Wardrobe ſhould be diſtributed, by way 
of ſome ſmall recompence to thoſe who 


had ſerved him; and that he ſhould be 
buried 
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- buried at the late profeſſed Houſe of the 


Jeſuits, 


All thoſe who were preſent at the death 
of this late and laſt General of the Society 


of Jefus, (indeed we may ſay, all Rome, as 


they were not ignorant of the circum- 
ſtances) and even to the Galley Slaves of 
the Caſtle, all conceived the greateſt ve. 


neration for his memory, and all look on 


his death as precious in the fight of God. 
Dr. Sallicetti declared openly, that he had 
been preſent at the deaths of many per- 
ſons in repute for piety and virtue, but 


that in his life he had never been witneſs 


to ſuch ſentiments as thoſe he had ad juſt 
been preſent at. N 


The Pope gave orders to Cardinal Cor- 


fini for the Funeral of Abbe Ricci; and 


the will of his Holineſs was, that all 


- ſhould be done according to the quality 
of the ſubje&, and that his body ſhould 
be depoſited in the vault of the church of 


A 6 the 


( 12 ) 
the Jeſu, near the other ne of the 
his IONS. | 


| 1 the national church of 
Florence was hung with black, and on Sa- 
turday November the 25th, two hours after 
| ſunſet, the corple was conveyed in a 
coach attended by four flambeaux, and 


followed by another coach, to the ſaid 


Church, where on the morrow morning, 
veſted in his ſacerdotal habits, he was ex- 
poſed on a. lofty Bed of State, round 
which were burning thirty grand Tapers. 


| During this whole morning, which was 
Sunday November 26th, there was an ex- 
traordinary concourſe of people to this 
church, of all ſorts and conditions. Mals 


was continued to be ſaid at all che Altars 


till noon. The funeral ſervice was cele- 
brated with great decency and ſolemnity, 
by the Clergy who ſerve that pariſh. The 
throng of people did not diſcontinue, and 

many gave tokens of great veneration and 
tender 


- — —————— - 
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. 
tender affection, though curioſity perhaps 


was the chief motive that farſt led them 


thither. 


I muſt not paſs over in ſilence one re- 
markable token of reſpect given by the 


Biſhop of Commachio. This worthy Pre- 
late, who is in equal repute for piety and 


learning, the ſame who had lately enter- 
ed Rome barefoot at the head of many of 
his Clergy, came alſo to the Florentine + 
church, and placing himſelf on his knees 
near the Catafalque, he ſaid, with a voice 
loud enough to be heard by many, that 
he did not come to pray for the ſoul of 
the deceaſed, but to ſolicit the credit of 
that ſingularly juſt man, whom he re- 
garded as a predeſtinated Soul, and as a 
Martyr. Many others ſeemed to think 
the ſame, without daring to declare their 
ſentiments ſo openly. In citing this pal- 
ſage, I have nothing in view but to ſhew 


the high eſteem his virtue was held in, 
and 8 homage paid to it. 


1 


| ( 14 ) 

At mid- day the church was ſhut, and 
as . corpſe. withdrawn from the fight of 
the people. It was removed into the Sa- 
criſty, where no one was allowed to en- 
ter. Towards midnight it was put into 
the ſame coach as had brought it thither, 
followed alſo by the ſecond, and convey- 

ed with lighted torches to the church of 
the Jeſu, where all was ready for the bu - 
rial, according to the Pope's orders, and 
the requeſt of the venerable old man. 
The Prefident of the Houle ſaid the 


Prayers of the church over the corpſe, 


before it was let down into the vault, 
The body was then put into a coffin, 
which was placed on the fide of his pre- 
deceſſors Centurion: and Viſconti, in qua- 
lity of General of the Society of Jeſus, 
 Toſerve by way of Epitaph, a ſcroll of 
parchment was fixed to the Coffin, on 
which was written his name, his age, the 
time and place of his death, and the 
number of years he had been General 
of his Order. 


Such 


70+ 


Such was the end of the eighttenth 
and laſt General of the Society of Jeſus. - 
His laſt act and deed left in writing, 
which he thought incumbent on him to 
conſign to. poſterity in atteſtation of his 
innocence, will perhaps be the only mo- 
nument that will remain of his memory. 
He had prepared beforehand, and at his 
leiſure this proteſtation, to the end that 
if his laſt ſickneſs ſhould not allow him to 
ſpeak it, he might at leaſt, to the beſt of 
his power, make known to all the world, 
his perſonal innocence, as well as that of 
the Religious Order he had governed for 
fifteen years. Attentive to fulfil this ob- 
ligation, which he judged important, he 
had the precaution to write himſelf this 
declaration, and to fign it with his own 
hand; and in purſuance of this deſign, 
he entruſted it to one of the ſoldiers of 
the Caſtle, on whoſe fidelity he thought 
he could beſt rely, and who in effect diſ- 
charged his truſt faithfully, 


This 


(16 ) 

This authentic piece is preſerved with 
great care, and from this original is drawn 
the Italian copy, from whence are taken 

the French ah igang tranſlations, 


It ſeems impoſſible to call in A 
the authenticity of this piece; for the cha- 
racters and ſignature of his hand cannot 
but be known, and they may be confront- 
ed. with many of his letters, ſome of 

which no doubt are ſtill in being. 


Eh 32 22 ; 


An authentic Copy of the NB ghar 
which Abb Lawrence Ricci left at 
"T0 death. 1 


HE 4 of the time when it 
will pleaſe Almighty God to call 
me to himſelf, and the certainty that this 
time is not far diſtant; conſidering my 
advanced age, the multitude, the long 
duration, and weight of my ſufferings, 
warn me to be beforehand in the diſ- 
charge of every duty 1 think incumbent 
on me and this precaution is the more 
neceſſary, as it may eafily happen that 
my laſt ſickneſs may diſable me from 
doing it at the time of my death. m 


There- | 


08 5 - 

Therefore conſidering myſelf as at 
this inſtant going to appear before the 
Tribunal of infallible truth and juſtice, 
ſuch as is the ſole tribunal of God ;—after 
long and mature reflection; and after 
having humbly prayed to my moſt mer- 
: ciful Redeemer and awful Judge, not to 
permit me, eſpecially in this my laſt act 
and deed of my life, to be led away, or 
influenced by paſſion, or by any bitter- 
neſs of heart or mind, or by any other 
| vicious end or motive but purely be- 
cauſe 1 judge it my duty to render juſtice 
to truth and innocence — I make the 
.two following Declarations and Proteſta - 
tions: — 


Firſt, I declare and proteſt that the 
Society of Jeſus, now extinct, has not 
given any cauſe for its own ſuppreſſion: 
This I declare and proteſt with that 
moral certainty, which a Superior can 
have, 


| 19 
Hawk, who is well informed of what.paſles 
in his Order. | | 


| Secondly, I declare and proteſt, that 
I have not given the . leaſt occaſion to- 
wards my own impriſonment ; This 1 
declare and proteſt with that great cer- | 
tainty and evidence, which each one has 
in the conſciouſneſs of his own actions. 
My only motive for making this ſecond 
proteſtation is, becauſe I judge it neceſ- 
ſary for the credit of the Society of Jeſus 
now extint, of which I was General. 


But my intention is not, that in con- 
ſequence of theſe two Proteſtations, any 
of thoſe ſhould be judged guilty in the 
fight of God, who have brought theſe 
diſaſters on the Society and myſelf : * 
ſhall religiouſly abſtain from paſſing any 
ſach-like judgments. The views. of 
the mind of man, and the affections of 
his heart, are known by God. He alone 

ſees 


( TY * * ; 
ſees the errors of the human under- 
ſtanding, and diſcerns how far they 
are excuſable. He alone penetrates the 
views which ſet man on action, and 
the | ſpirit with which he acts; — the 
affections and inclinations of the heart 
which accompany the ation, —and from 
whence depends the rectitude or culpa- 
bility of the exterior action; conſequent- 
1y I leave all judgment to him, who will 
examine the works of men, and ſearch out 
their thoughts (Book of wiſdom, ch. vi. 


ver, 4. 


And not to be wanting to my duty as 
a Chriſtian, I proteſt that with the di- 
vine aſſiſtance, I have always pardoned, 
and that I do now ſincerely pardon, all 
thoſe who have perſecuted me, firſt by 
their perſecution of the Society of Jeſus, 
and the many hardſhips they cauſed in- 
div iduals, my late ſubjects, to undergo 
— then by the ſuppreſſion and extinc- 


tion 


tion of it — and by what ſoon follow · 

ed my impriſonment, with all the ſuffer- 
ings that have attended it, and by the 
injuries done to my reputation: 
theſe are known facts, and notorious to 
the whole world. I pray the Lord, out 
of his pure bounty and goodneſs, and 
out of the infinite merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son, firſt to pardon my on innu⸗ 
merable ſins; and next to pardon the 
authors and inſtruments of thoſe loſſes 
which J have ſuſtained, and thoſe ſuf. 
ferings J have undergone, in conjunction 
with the whole body of which I was head 
—and I defire to die with this prayer 
and theſe ſentiments in my heart. 


Laſtly, I pray and intreat all thoſe into 
whoſe hands this my Declaration and Pro- 
teſtation - may fall, that they will make 
it public to the world, as much as may 
be: I crave the performance of this my 


laſt gut by all the- *. as human 


bene - 
— . . 
el | - 2 
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1 
benevolence, of juſtice, and of Chriſtian 
charity ; and a claim grounded on ſuch 
titles cannot but be perſuaſive to every 
one to comply with this my earneſt will 
and deſire. 


Signed Lawrence Ricci, in his own hand. 


This is the ſame Declaration and Pro- 
teſtation which ' Abbe Lawrence Ricci late 
General of the Society of Jeſus, repeated 
and confirmed on the 19th of November | 
at the time he was going to receive the 


holy Viaticum, before Jeſus Chrift himſelf 
in the Blefſed Sacrament, and in the pre- 


ſence of the Vice Governor of the Caſtle 

of St. Angelo, his Secretary Don Giovanni, 
Abbe Orlandi, of a Serjeant, a Corporal, 
the Apothecary, the Domeſtics of the 
Governor Camillo and Pietruecio, nine Sol- 
diers, and Galley Slaves, all whoſe names 
we could mention; theſe accompanied the 

| Bleſſed Sacrament into the chamber where 
A Ricci lay dangerouſly ill, but in his 


perfect 


e e $1 5 
perfect ſenſes, and perſiſting in the ſame 
ientiments. | 
Whoever reads the above Declaration 
without prejudice or paſſion, cannot but 
diſcover, with convincing evidence, the 

characters of innocence, the language of 
| ſincerity, the confidence and ſecurity of 
an upright conſcience, with all the mode- 
ration enjoined by the Chriſtian religion, 


I have the honour to be, &c, 
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